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the Russian empire. On the continuous advance of Russia into Central Asia 
the author quotes Mr. Ferrier, to the effect that, after having descended the 
Ural River to the Caspian Sea, and reached the mouth of the Emhah, the 
Russians ascended that river to the point at which, turning south, it approaches 
the Aral Sea. " Here they have established a military colony, and dug wells 
at short distances in the desert between the Embah and the sea ; they have 
also placed around these wells settlements of Cossacks, who cultivate the soil 
in the neighbourhood, so that in a few years an army will be able to obtain 
sufficient food and forage in all their encampments, and will reach the Aral 
without serious difficulty. Two other lines of wells have been also dug by 
the Russians — one on leaving the river Ourloo Irghiz, tending towards the 
northern end of the Aral Sea ; the other commences from two points, Ming- 
Kishlak and Dash-Killeh, on the eastern shore of the Caspian, which unite 
half way in one line thence, laid down in the direction of Khiva." — p. 16. 

Further on he adds, from the Warsaw journal the ' Czar,' of Nov. 30th, 
1856 : — " The Orenburg corps d'armee has been considerably reinforced. The 
outposts of this corps extend to the very limits of the country of Turan, upon 
the rivers Oxus and Jaxartes ; and the military flotilla of the Lake of Aral, 
placed under the orders of the same general, is brought by the above-mentioned 
rivers to the frontiers of India. On another side great activity reigns upon 
the Caspian Sea and in the army of the Caucasus. Transport vessels, having 
troops and war materiel on board, pass incessantly between Astrakan and 
the port of Baku. The new lieutenant-general of the Caucasian provinces, 
Prince Bariatinski, has received fuller powers than his predecessors. He has 
lately inspected, on its way to its destination, the flotilla of the Caspian Sea, 
which has been considerably increased. Meanwhile the Russian Government 
neglects nothing in replacing the war materiel consumed during the late war, 
and continues to refill the exhausted magazines." — p. 26. 

And— 

" Without undertaking to decide the large question at issue (the invasion of 
India by Russia), I shall assume the feasibility of invasion to be established, 
and merely observe that now more than ever should we be on the watch, for 
the Russian and Indian dominions are twelve hundred miles nearer to each 
other than when the invasion of Afghanistan took place." 



11. Esqukse Geographique du Bassin de la Mer a" Aral, fyc. Lite a la Societe 
de Ge'ographie de Paris. Par M. Eugene Lamansky, Secretaire de 
la Societe Imperiale Geographique de Eussie. Paris : Martinet. 
1858. 

From such a source as M. Lamansky we ought to expect the most correct 
information respecting the subject here treated of, since, as he himself informs 
us at p. 13 of his pamphlet, " Most of the narratives of the travellers who 
have recently visited the khanats adjoining the Russian territories have been 
published by the Geographical Society of St. Petersburg." The author first 
points out that little or nothing was known of the Sea of Aral in Western 
Europe down to the commencement of the eighteenth century, when Peter the 
Great, then a resident in Paris, made known to the Academy of Sciences some 
important details concerning the hydrography of Central Asia which had pre- 
viously been acquired by his countrymen. In 1741 Mouravine was sent by 
the Russian government to survey the shores of the Sea of Aral, of which he 
subsequently produced a chart ; since which time the extension of colonization 
from Russia, and multiplied journeys of travellers in that direction, have 
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materially added to our knowledge of the inland sea in question. Colonel 
Berg in 1825-6 ascertained the existence of an elevated region on its western 
side, continuous with the spurs of the Ural on the north, the height of which 
has rendered it very improbable that the Aral and Caspian Seas have ever 
been united during the historic period — at any rate toward their northern por- 
tions. M. Larnansky affords us a general description of the great basin named 
Turan, in which the Sea of Aral lies — bounded as it is by the chain of heights 
already mentioned on the west, by the Hindu Kush and its offsets on the 
south, the Bolor Tagh on the east; and finally on the north by the southern 
slope of the Ural Mountains, and being identical with the greater portion of 
what is called Independent Tartary. His description of the Sea of Aral itself 
is the following : — •" The Sea of Aral is situated between lat. 43° 42' 41" and 
46° 44' 42" N., and long. 58° 18' 47" and 61° 46' 4", e. (of Greenwich). It is 
almost equal in length and breadth, excepting a part of it on the north-east, 
which stretches deep into the country, forming a large bay nearly suVrounded 
by land, and bearing the name of the ' Little Sea,' to distinguish it from the 
principal body of water called the ' Great Sea.' The superficies of the latter 
is about 1000 square geographical miles. Its depth in its centre is fifteen 
fathoms, and goes on augmenting towards its western shore ; near its islands, 
as well as towards its north, east, and south shores, the depth gradually dimi- 
nishes. The borders of this sea present the appearance of a gloomy desert : 
in summer, except in some places on the eastern and southern sides, they are 
uninhabited ; in winter the Kirghises encamp especially on the northern and 
eastern sides, and on some of the islands. The northern coast is composed in 
a great part of argillaceous and saline formations (terrain salin), which rise 
100 to 300 English feet above the level of the sea, and, declining to the north, 
sink into the great sandy plain of Barsonki. The western coast is sharply 
defined by the limits of the Oust-Oust plateau. Under the name of Oust- 
Oust is known the isthmus which separates the Caspian from the Sea of Aral. 
This isthmus has the form of a level plain, the height of which is nearly 600 
feet above the surface of the two (?) seas. It is limited by abrupt and lofty 
banks. The officers attached to the expedition of Colonel Berg, Messrs. Anjou, 
Lagoskine, and Duhamel, determined barometrically the difference of level 
between the Caspian Sea at Mertvoi-Koultouk and the Sea of Aral, the dis- 
tance between the two being 245 kilometres (152 miles) direct east, in the 
latitude of 42° s. The result established that the level of the Sea of Aral is 
117'6 English feet above that of the Caspian. The level of the latter sea, as 
decided by the labours of the astronomers Fuss, Sawitsch, and Sabler, of the 
Academy of St. Petersburg, is 84 English feet below that of the Black Sea. 
The respective differences in the level of the three seas are, — Black Sea, ; Cas- 
pian Sea, —84 feet ; Sea of Aral, +37-6 feet. On the. south and east of the Sea 
of Aral the shores are low, sandy, and covered in parts with reeds and briers " 
(pp. 19-21). The great rivers flowing into the Sea of Aral, the Syr-Daria 
(jaxartes) and its affluents, and the Amon-Daria or Jyhoon (Oxus), are next 
described ; and the rest of the treatise is occupied with descriptions of the 
khanats of Kokan, Khiva, and Bukhara, their inhabitants, state of civilization, 
and political organization. In this portion the following passage occurs : — "In 
1850 the Khan of Khiva formed a battalion of regular troops with a certain 
number of pieces of cannon. Eye-witnesses who have seen the artillery at 
practice have said that, out of a hundred artillerymen, not one could hit a 
mark fifty paces distant ; and it was' not an ordinary target that whs used, 
but an isolated height. The Khivans are, however, pretty tolerable marks- 
men with their long muskets. As to the total number of troops, it is said 
that the Khan of Khiva can bring into the field nearly 25,000 horsemen 
armed with sabres and lances : of this number, however, not more than 5000 
are furnished with muskets. The bravery of the Khivans, as of all other 
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Asiatic people, depends on the success of their first charge ; but a single 
Congreve-rocket is sufficient to put the whole army to flight " (p. 35). Such 
being the character of the force of a leading state of Independent Tartary, it 
can scarcely be expected to resist with success the advance of Russian domi- 
nation into that region, which has long been steady and progressive. 



12. Die Erdkunde von Asien von Carl Bitter. Vol. IX. Part I. Asia 
Minor. Berlin, 1858. 

The sixth division of the third book (Western Asia) of the eighteenth part 
of Ritter's copious Geography of Asia — a tome consisting of 1024 closely- 
printed pages — is appropriated to Asia Minor; but even this abundance of 
letterpress does not exhaust the subject in the hands of the Prussian geo- 
grapher, since the work before us constitutes only the first of three volumes, 
the rest of which are to follow. It treats of little more than the northern 
shores and declivity of the peninsula of Asia Minor, after a general descrip- 
tion of the central table-land, and of its great streams, the Tchoruk, Yezil 
Irmak (Iris), Kizil Irmak (Halys), Sakaria (Sangarias), the river of Trebizond, 
&c. ; and its twenty-third and last chapter is devoted to a consideration of the 
chief towns and trade of the southern coast of the Black Sea. In addition 
to full descriptions of the physical geography and commercial resources of this 
region, the archaeology of the northern part of Asia Minor receives its full 
share of notice in accounts of the troglodytic caves and sculptures on the south 
bank of the Halys and elsewhere, the ruins of Boghaz, those of the ancient 
Pessinus (Bala Hissar) with the temple of Cybele, the Greek colony of the 
ancient Trapezus (Trebizond), &c. ; and digressions are introduced on the 
Angora wool and goats' hair, the culture of saffron around Zafaran-boly, and 
the tunny fishery of Sinope. At the end are an appendix from the pen of 
Kiepert, and engravings of Assyrian monuments in Asia Minor with explana- 
tory notes. The work is continued after the same plan which has charac- 
terised it throughout ; and it is not too much to say that when terminated it 
will be a complete encyclopaedia of all that is known concerning the great con- 
tinent that has been the storehouse of all the nations which have peopled the 
earth. 



13. Vespuce et son Premier Voyage. Par M. F. A. de Varnhagejst, 
Memb. de la Societe de Geographic. Paris : Martinet, 1858. 

The author remarks that since the publication of the illustrious Humboldt's 
Examen Critique de I'Hintoire Geographique du, Nouveau Continent, the con- 
sideration due to Amerigo Vespucci has been restored to his memory. His 
claims to the applause of posterity rest upon four recorded voyages — two 
made in the service of Portugal, and the other two (which were previous) in 
that of Spain ; but the first of the latter named has been frequently regarded 
as apocryphal. The author is, however, convinced of its certainty. He says 
it cannot be doubted " that Vespucci left Spain on the 10th of May, 1497 ; 
and having sailed a thousand leagues west-south-west, passing consequently 
across the Antilles, found himself after 37 days in lat. 16° N., and long. 75° w., 
of the Canaries. He then discovered the new continent some days before 
Cabot. He had attained the Bay of Honduras. . . . Thence he followed, in 
sight of land, the coast of Yucatan, towards the north-east, for two days, and 
at length, on discovering a safe anchorage for vessels, cast anchor half a league 
from land. He disembarked 40 men, who made some barter with the natives. 



